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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: HIRAIWA 
Serial No. : 

Filed: February 3, 2000 

For: NETWORK MANAGING METHOD AND SELECTING METHOD OF 

NETWORK MANAGER 

Group A.U. : 

February 3, 2 000 
1185 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036 
(212) 278-0400 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set 
forth in 37 CFR § 1.56 and in keeping with the guidelines of 37 
CFR § 1.98, Applicant hereby submits information thought to be 
relevant to the examination of the above- identified application. 
Also submitted herewith is a completed form PTO-1449. 

Applicant, through the undersigned attorney, hereby 
certifies that, unless submitted herewith, no English language 
translation is presently available to those individuals 
identified in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) for any non-English language 
reference (s) cited. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,3 65,523 (Derby et al . ) apparently 
relates to a method and apparatus for grouping access agents in 
nodes at the LAN/WAN interface so that the access agents may be 
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managed by the WAN as a group. If communications between access 
agents in the group are broken, the agents will coalesce into 
subgroups and continue performing communication jobs as a group 
activity to maintain group operation integrity. Each access 
agent contains a finite state machine to perform the tasks of 
group formation and maintenance. 

European Patent No. 0 794 636 (Maegawa) apparently 
relates to a network management method and apparatus for 
performing communication between any nodes in a network wherein 
a plurality of nodes are connected. A connection request having 
at least a logical node name of the destination of connection is 
successfully propagated to a node having a possibility of active 
connection with the node of the destination of connection based 
on information on nodes in the vicinity of that node stored in 
each node. A route for substantially connecting desired nodes 
is searched for, the nodes substantially connect and 
communication is performed. 

"Wireless LAN formation based on self -organization 
method" (Shigeno et al . ) apparently relates to a method of self- 
organization of a decentralized network whose characteristics 
were evaluated by computer simulation. 

No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if a 
fee is required for this submission, the Commissioner is 
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authorized to charge the requisite fee to our Deposit Account No. 
03-3125. 




JHM/SL 
Enclosure 



Respectfully submitted, 
COOPER & DUNHAM LLP 

Jay Maioli 
Reg. No. 2 7,213 
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